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Dear PCS Parents and Guardians: 
 

While the Poland Central School does not have a confirmed case of novel coronavirus, or 
COVID-19, within our school community, we have been actively preparing for the illness 
across several weeks. The facilities department and transportation department have 
reviewed cleaning procedures for school-owned vehicles, classrooms, and common areas 
within our school to ensure disinfection practices align to guidance from the NYS Department 
of Health. Administrative staff have received and reviewed sources of information from local, 
state and federal officials about the virus. Additionally, regular communication with the 
Herkimer BOCES Safety Office has resulted in a review of practices. We have a medical alert 
icon to help us know those children in our care who may be at higher risk for infection. 
 

If our district becomes aware that one of our students or staff members is diagnosed with 
COVID-19, we will notify staff and parents/guardians using our school notification system and 
social media resources. We will work closely with our Local Department of Health (LDOH) and 
school medical director. The LDOH will play a major role and advise us with details specific to 
our situation.  
 

At this time, experts have not recommended that the district cancel or reschedule classes or 
other school events. Therefore, we have focused on making sure our students and staff have 
ample resources and supplies for prevention. PCS supplies tissues for every classroom and 
common area; we use antimicrobial hand soap in wall dispensers at our sinks. We have anti-
bacterial wipes and sprays where other resources already noted are not feasible.  
 

We will capitalize on the next two Fridays in our calendar and are appreciative that we have 
them available. Tomorrow, Friday, March 13, 2020, there is no school for students or staff. 
Only PCS twelve-month employees are required to work. On Friday, March 20, only twelve-
month employees and our instructional unit employees will participate in the Superintendent 
Conference Day. These Fridays will allow us to extend current cleaning practices when the 
building has minimal occupancy.  
 

Information and resources for parents and guardians are important during this time. Many of 
the resources we have been using are on our website under our Community heading. Should 
PCS need to close, we currently do not intend to use technology resources for instruction. 
Our District’s size and demographics create delivery challenges. Instead, we would adjust 
school day schedules to extend learning time for the most important elementary classroom 
instruction and use a prioritized curriculum across grades 6-12, as we did last May 2019. We 
will continue to monitor information, share resources on our website, and alert families if we 
modify or cancel any school events or programs. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
Laura M. Dutton 
Superintendent of Schools 
 

  March 12, 2020 


